
I 
mani  
Mason Jordan  

THE BOOK OF  
SLASH POEMS / 
VOL. 4 
Montez Press 
Writers Residency



2

Imani Mason Jordan – THE BOOK OF SLASH POEMS / VOL. 4 
Montez Press Writers Residency

between you and me / able / remark / when we come to-
gether / showing how to heal / relating / recalibrating / how 
amazing is / that how miraculous utterly / beautifully / so-
phisticated / how intricate / with each new person / new co-
ordinates / we are meant to be in relation / with many people 
with many maps / shaping us / healing id / is / relational 
practice / loves revelation / each a new face / salvation / 
mine / new way / being / dynamic mirrors / the possibility 
of / outwards expansion / for a while incandescent / tender / 
open / malleable the symbiotic flight / of birds / these are 
days / these are days I wish to revisit

between you and me / I want negation / so in that empty 
space we can experiment with otherwise-living / I want / 
to make my contribution / to let others know I have seen 
them and / that they too can see me / I want / vulnera-
bility is desperate longing / I want ON THE LOSS OF 
SISTERHOOD to be inside / outside the prison / I want 
to offer a language for being outside / I want to be mis-
understood / by many / I want the loss of sisterhood to 
radicalise / not lead me to despair / perhaps despair will 
radicalise / speaking of despair I want / to write about my 
mother / about sisterhood as a barrier to empathy / sister-
hood and narcissism / what if instead of another reflection 
we / sought out solidarity / politics that reaches out across 
difference / into great abysses of living otherwise-realities / 
commonality without collapse / how lazy how lack how / 
trite / had to sever myself from the category / had to write 
this and that so as to be understood / had to figure out how 
to see myself / had to figure out I want / to be ok with being 
unseen / so as to always be seen again / like this / had to lust 
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for it / had to crave / had to envy / sisterhood that always / 
already projects / protects into some thing / the distance 
required / for differentiation 

between you and me / make me wanna sing / sing ornate 
speech / his own boring self-aggrandisement / my salvation / 
my hearing / I’m trying to stay out of the house / I closed my 
eyes for a normal amount of time / suddenly / early descent / 
supremely unseasonal / listening thing 

between you and me / I thought / I am trans / fuck / unex-
pected and traceable / a pipeline / one of the boys / girls / 
the need to be want / that means self possession / this flesh 
active / conspiratorial vectors / improvisational prose score / 
kept coming and going / this score as vessel

between you and me / observant prose / noticing / I can ex-
plore / desired / devoured / decadent / that is what it’s for / 
whole symphonies of correspondence / cadence speaking 
score / an instrumental frequency / to burrow

between you and me / touring joint audio releases / we both 
agree S should be there too / learning how to be a person / 
again / and trying to figure out a way to get back to each 
other / I am allowed / am allowed / self portrait / no looking / 
can’t believe how life turns out / if I sleep with people / as in 
same / I ask nobody / good morning sunshine / good morn-
ing moonlight / my outrage / my escape / cypher through 
looking finding eating / trying / occupying myself / hell bat / 
hell bent / to produce / to become 
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between you and me / I won’t know until it is there / hap-
pening / MY LOVE / wants to live / this is sentimental / is 
living / must be warm exuding only love / messages stop 
down around me / calling attention / that’s the golden rule / 
I remember it correctly / in the space of no space I find my 
self / and love that self then / I find new selves / I let the old 
ones go / the who of today / the who of tonight / without 
story / rehearsal / living out old searching / resolute / en-
closed / see me / says the story all the while hiding / under 
skin / watching breath / watching not seeing / crying out 
louder / yonder in the woods / watching you breathe / life 
let me go / let me out / pervading / stripping / let me live / 
in this this is what is / did people / unmoved / start clapping 


